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From the Editor’s Desk
The New Year started with hectic activities at
IWSA since we initiated an ambitious program at
National level, of conducting a Refresher Course
for Post Graduate teachers in “Animal and Plant
Biotechnology”. The headquarters was abuzz
with enthusiasm; everyone found their name in
one or the other committee and was keen to do
their best in suggesting ways to make it a success.
And so it became, a satisfactory event carefully
thought about and executed to the best of our
capacity. It was an example of perfect teamwork.
Lessons were learnt to improve upon for the next
such event to become even better. We do hope to
continue this activity as an Annual event.

although a better support from the Branches in
future can be wished for. I must thank Dr. Susan
Eapen, Dr. Dhanya Suresh and Dr Sonia Chadha for
their active support in accomplishing the task
delegated to us.
With these words we handover the charge to the
new team and wish them success and pledge our
support.
by and
Anjali Bhagwat
anjali.bhagwat@gmail.com

Editorial Board
Dr. Anjali Bhagwat
(Editor/Convenor)
Dr. Susan Eapen…………Dr. Archana Sharma
Dr. Dhanya Suresh……..Dr. Sonia Chadha
Dr. Paramita Deb

Experts in the respective fields were invited to
give lectures. Four research institutes came
forward to host the practicals/demonstrations.
The hands on experiments and demonstrations
were then carefully planned. The latest topics in
advances in Animal and Plant Biotechnology
could thus be taught to the participating
teachers. They would in turn educate their
students with updated knowledge. The entire
exercise was in sync with IWSA’s endeavour of
spreading science education in society.
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The report of the Refresher Course and the Panel
Discussion which was the concluding session has
been included in this issue. IWSA’s Techshiksha
program, the lectures under the Science
awareness series continued as did the other
regular activities.
This is the last issue of the Newsletter under this
Editorial Committee. The last two years we could
put together five issues (the last one was a
combined one) covering mainly the activities
conducted by IWSA at the Head Quarters and its
various branches.
One constrain we faced that delayed the issues to
come out in time was financial in nature. I feel the
incoming team will not have to deal with the
problem since we have managed to convince the
Executive Council to allocate funds for printing
the issues whenever the Advertisement does not
come in time.
Thanks are due to all the IWSA members for
supporting the Newsletter by giving inputs,

.
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President’s message

Dr. Susan Eapen
President, IWSA
Dear Friends
My tenure as President of Indian Women
Scientists’ Association (IWSA) from 2011 till date
has been my most rewarding moments in public
life. As I am preparing myself to relinquish the
post to the incumbent Dr. Sudha Rao, I cherish
the happy and contented faces of the
beneficiaries of various programs that IWSA
conducted during my 2 year term at the helm of
your organization – be it Rain bow, the 14 day
Refresher course on “Advances in Plant and
Animal
Biotechnology” for post graduate
teachers, culminating in the panel discussion on
“Women in teaching and leading sciences”, the
science nurture program, the series of popular
science lectures in different colleges in Mumbai
and Navi Mumbai, Tech Shiksha program for
children or the personality development program,
the enthusiasm that IWSA is generating has
increased several folds and more women have
expressed their desire to join in. More branches
are in the making, especially the one at
Ahmedabad which will be a reality this year itself.
Most of our branches have conducted a good
number of activities; but I feel they have not
performed to the potential they are endowed
with. I am quite confident that the incumbent
team will definitely look into this aspect and find
ways to encourage our branches to live up to their
full potential. Women in general are deterred
from pursuing a scientific career at the highest
levels, even today. Much more needs to be done
to address this problem to prevent this potential
waste of human talent. The Panel Discussion we
had on “Women leading and teaching Sciences”
sponsored by the three Science Academies had

dwelt on this matter seriously and the conclusion
was that childcare and household activities are the
leading factors which block the advancement of
career women.
We are in a world today where information and
digital technologies have been steadily sweeping
over various aspects of the day to day affairs. How
far has IWSA imbibed this modern trend? Will it not
be an area where we need to pay our attention?
Can we be content with teaching MS-DOS and
Office Suite in our limited facilities? By adopting
the rapidly advancing new technologies, I think we
can make better strides in our progress, especially
when it comes to science education, and also keep
pace with the changing trends. I am quite positive
in thinking that a day will soon arrive where in
‘IWSA Webinars’ will be eagerly awaited by both
men and women sitting in the comforts of their
respective abodes. We should be looking forward
to host “TED” talks! Or devise our own “TED” talks.
Why not? I leave it to the future Executive
committees to ponder and act upon.
It is time to thank all IWSA Members, Trustees,
Founder members, Executive committee members,
Subcommittee
conveners
and
members,
enthusiastic IWSA Administrative staff, the
multitude of well wishers, the Academies, various
educational and other institutions which supported
our cause. IWSA is completing 40 years since its
inception and we are grateful to all our members,
especially our founder members for their vision.
Our mission to keep IWSA’s flag flying high is
progressing in good stead. Let me hand over the
baton to Dr. Sudha Rao and her new team.
.
Susan Eapen
eapenhome@yahoo.com

IWSA News
News from Head Quarters
Popular Science – lecture programme
Board of Research in Nuclear Sciences (BRNS)
supported activity for holding Popular Science
lectures on biology and chemistry for college
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students was conducted in different colleges in
Mumbai and Navi Mumbai.
1. Dept. Of Microbiology of VES college, Chembur
organized two popluar science lectures under
the auspices of Indian Women’s Scientist
Association (IWSA), for the students of
Microbiology and Biotechnology on the 24th of
January 2013. Dr. Susan Eapen and Dr. S.F.
D’Souza from Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC) were the speakers for the sessions. Dr.
Eapen gave a presentation on ‘Plants for
removing pollutants from soil and solutions’ and
Dr. D’Souza spoke on ‘The Applications of
Radiation in Agriculture; Science meets Society’.
The talks were highly informative and motivated
the students by exposing them to high level
research done for bettering life of people with
respect to Environment and Food. There was an
active discussion and participants were provided
with tea and snacks.
2. On 28th February-Science day Dr Bakhtaver
Mahajan , Trustee, IWSA spoke on importance of
‘Science day’ and the role of “Ethics in Science” at
IWSA multipurpose hall, which was attended by a
large number of students.
3. On 9th March, Padmashree Dr. S. P. Kale of
BARC spoke on ‘Nisargaruna’ experience at
IWSA’s ICICI multipurpose hall. Mrs Jyoti
Mhapsekar of ‘Stree Mukti Sanghatana’ spoke on
’Nisargaruna’ project and ‘Biogas Project’
IWSA thanks BRNS for the financial support and
look forward to more support in future. IWSA also
expresses our thanks to all the speakers from
different institutes, who delivered the popular
science lectures.
Activities conducted by IWSA
Report on Science Academies’ Refresher Course
Indian Women Scientists’ Association organized
Science Academies’ Refresher Course on
'Advances in Plant and Animal Biotechnology'
in collaboration with Karmaveer Bhaurao Patil
College, Vashi, Navi Mumbai. The Course was
held from February 3 – 16, 2013 and was spread
over a few institutions in Mumbai viz. IWSA,
Vashi; ACTREC, Kharghar; Karmaveer Bhaurao

Patil College, Vashi; Padmashree Dr. D.Y. Patil
University, Belapur; NIRRH, Parel and Sophia
College for women, Mumbai.
Biotechnology is one of the most rapidly changing
scientific fields and the innovations in the field need
to be integrated in the teaching–learning
processes. The course entitled “Advances in Plant
and Animal Biotechnology” was planned to impart
latest information in plant and animal
biotechnology to the post graduate teachers from
all over the country and also for the participants to
have hands on experience on the latest techniques
in biotechnology.
Organizing and advisory committees with different
subcommittees were formed for this purpose. The
advertisement was placed in the November issue of
Current Science. Thirty post graduate teachers
from all over India had applied. After screening, 22
participants (18 outstation and 4 local participants)
were selected and intimated by 20th December
2012. All of them confirmed their participation in
the Refresher Course. Since majority of outstation
participants were men, accommodation was
booked at ACTREC guest house at Kharghar.
However, six out of 18 outstation participants
cancelled their participation at the last minute and
two candidates from Osmania University,
Hyderabad also did not turn up without any
communication. Due to the cancellation of 8
outstation participants, another 7 local participants
were included in the list. Hence there were 21
participants (10 from outside and 11 from
Mumbai/Navi Mumbai). Participants were given
Registration Kit, which included Badge, ProtocolAbstract, book, note book, pen, pencil, eraser, bag
etc.
The inauguration of the conference was organized
on Sunday 3rd February morning and was
inaugurated by Dr C R Bhatia, former Director,
Department of Biotechnology, Government of
India, who spoke on the latest achievements in
Biotechnology. Dr Susan Eapen, Co-ordinator of
the course welcomed the guests and participants.
Dr V. S. Shivankar, Principal, KB Patil College spoke
about the need for such Refresher Course to update
the knowledge of teachers, Dr. Tarala Nandedkar,
Director of the course spoke about the course and
Dr. Anjali Bhagwat, Secretary proposed the vote of
thanks. The program was attended by 70 invited
guests and speakers besides the 21 participants.
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The program had 6 modules viz. Biotechnology
and its applications, Plant Biotechnology, Animal
Biotechnology, Development of vectors, Cancer
immunotherapy, Transgenic animals, Gene
therapy and biotechnology techniques, Advanced
techniques in animal biotechnology, Advances in
plant biotechnology, Animal cell culture
Proteomics and bioinformatics, Biosafety, Ethics
and project writing.
The various eminent speakers included Dr. K. B.
Sainis, Director, BMG, BARC; Dr. R. Tuli, Director,
NABI, Mohali; Dr. Rajani Bhisey, FIASc; Dr. S. K.
Apte, Assoc Director, BMG, BARC; Dr. Jayashree
Sainis, RRF, BARC, Dr. S. F. D’Souza, Assoc
Direcor, BARC; Dr. Deepak Modi, IRR; Dr. Sulabha
Pathak, TIFR, Dr. Paramjit Khurana, Univ of Delhi,
Dr. Shelly Bhattacharya, Shanti Niketan; Dr.
Robin Mukhopadhyaya, ACTREC; Dr. Sorab Dalal,
ACTREC, Dr. Sanjeev Wagmare. ACTREC; Dr.
Shubhada Chiplunkar, ACTREC; Dr. Rita
Mulherkar, ACTREC; Dr. Medha Rajadhyakha,
Sophia college, Dr. Shubra Chakraborty, Inst of
Plant Genomics, Delhi and Dr. K. P. Gopinathan,
Bangalore.. The topics in plant biotechnology
included development of designer plants,
cultivation of genetically modified crops, vectors
for gene manipulation, microsatellite markers,
advances in plant tissue culture, transgenics with
better nutrition, proteomics and functional
genomics, advent of genomics for crop
improvement etc. The topics on animal
biotechnology included, generation of transgenic
animals, cancer immunotherapy, biotechnology
of silkworm, ENCODE project, synthetic life,
development of vectors etc.
The practical sessions included culture of animal
and plant cells, cryopreservation of animal cells,
reviving of cell lines, determination of viability,
passaging, construction of vectors, RT PCR, SSR
PCR, Reporter gene assays Southern blot,
Western blot, confirmation of transgenics by
different molecular techniques etc.
Experiments with chick embryo, C. elegans,
Drosophila and Zebra fish were also done by the
participants. The demonstrations included in vivo
Animal imaging, Animal PET, TEM, Confocal
microscopy, DNA sequencing, Flow cytometry,
Real time PCR, etc.

There was also a session on ‘Scientific writing’ and
‘Ethics in Science and Technology’. There was a
special session on project writing and some of the
participants prepared and presented project
proposals.
On the last day –Saturday 16th February- there was
a Panel Discussion on “Women in teaching and
leading Sciences.” Eminent scientists like Dr.
Mythily Ramaswamy, Dr. Shobhana Narasimhan
and Dr. Ranjini Bandopadyaya from Bangalore, Dr.
Kamal Hazari (NIRRH), Dr. Anjali Kulkarni (BARC),
Dr. Rinti Banerjee (IIT-B) and Dr. Sheela Donde
(IISER, Pune) were the panelists and Dr. Surekha
Zingde, Dy. Director, ACTREC, Kharghar was the
moderator.
The Valedictory function followed the panel
discussion and the chief guest was Dr. T.
Mukherjee, Former Director, Chemistry Group,
BARC. A visit was arranged to BRIT, Vashi, where
the participants got acquainted with radiation
processing of spices and production of
radioisotopes for diagnosis and treatment of health
disorders. The participants also were taken for
Mumbai Darshan (Gateway of India, Hanging
garden, Kamla Nehru Park, Marine lines, Nariman
Point ) and also for Kala Ghoda festival on
9thMarch.
The course was well appreciated by all the
participants, speakers and guest participants and
will go a long way in enhancing the teaching
capabilities of biotechnology post graduate
teachers.
IWSA appreciates the support extended by Indian
Academy of Sciences, Bangalore, Indian National
Science Academy, New Delhi and The National
Academy of Sciences, India, Allahabad. We thank
all the speakers and committee members for their
support.
Dr. Susan Eapen (Course Coordinator)
Dr Tarala Nandedkar (Course Director)
President IWSA, IWSA Head Quarters
cellbioirr@rediffmail.com
Sector 10-A, Vashi, Navi Mumbai 400 703
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Report on Science Academies’ Panel Discussion
on “Women teaching and leading Sciences”
(16 February 2013)
A panel discussion on “Women teaching and
leading sciences” was held on 16th February 2013
at the Valedictory function of the “Science
Academies’ Refresher Course on Advances in
Plant and Animal Biotechnology” held at the
Indian Women Scientists Association, Vashi, Navi
Mumbai. The function was attended by nearly 90
individuals including the Refresher course
participants, the faculty, college students,
teachers, scientists and IWSA members.
“Women in Science”, has been receiving
immense attention in India and abroad to assess
why women are not as much in the forefront as
the men in science. Is it just a gender bias or are
there other issues which need attention. This
topic has been the focus of activities of the Indian
Academy of Sciences and it was therefore
appropriate that the final session of the Refresher
program for Teachers culminated in a discussion
to see how far we have gone in our efforts to
improve the space for women in science. A 2004
report by a committee chaired by Dr. Rohini
Godbole et al, presents some of the issues as
prime factors for why Women Scientists in India
are where they are. These factors include,
environmental issues such as societal pressures,
lack of amenities, which part of the country you
reside, lack of support from the family, gender
bias, science vs arts as appropriate for women,
the glass ceiling and so on.
Dr. Surekha Zingde, Dy. Director, ACTREC,
Kharghar, Navi Mumbai moderated the
proceedings of the panel of eminent women who
had won laurels in their individual fields of
activities. The panelists, Dr. Mythily Ramaswamy,
CAM,
TIFR,
Bengaluru,
Dr.
Shobhana
Narasimhan, JNCSAR, Bengaluru and Dr. Ranjini
Bandopadyaya RRI, Bengaluru represented the
mathematical and physical sciences; Dr. Kamal
Hazari (ex NIRRH, Mumbai), Dr. Anjali Kulkarni
(BARC, Mumbai) the medical sciences; Dr. Rinti
Banerjee (IIT-B), medical sciences among the
engineers and Dr. Sheela Donde (IISER, Pune)
represented the teaching faculty from the
colleges.

Three Refresher course participants, Dr. Mrs Liji
Thayil ( a college professor in Mumbai), Ms Reshma
Turbekar (from the Koli community in Mumbai) and
Dr (Mrs) Sashidhara Rajaratnam (from an
economically backward community in Tamilnadu)
spoke on their efforts to overcome several different
societal pressures to reach their goals as scientists
and teachers. Dr Tulsi Mukherjee (BARC) and Dr.
Bakhtavar Mahajan (ex.HBCSE, TIFR), from the
audience, shared their experiences and views on
the topic.
All the senior scientists on the panel were from
families wherein education was of prime
importance, so the lack of support was not a factor.
The discussion revealed how each member in the
panel envisaged the topic, their personal
experiences as professionals, their views and
opinions of being women scientists, clinicians and
educationists. The panellists expressed the
importance of self esteem, determination,
persistence and decision on professional priorities,
as the way forward for women scientists. They
shared anecdotes that influenced their decisions
and made it possible for them to reach their
present positions .They also expressed how the
immediate environment and that of society affects
the path to development of a women’s career.
Key take home points were: a women’s self esteem
is a must to ensure that she reaches her goal (Dr
Shobhona Narasihman); make your position clear
to your male colleagues that you are scientifically
at par, besides being a women (Dr. Mythili
Ramaswamy); equal participation with domestic
activities from the spouse is a must for a women to
move ahead in her career (Rajini Bandopadhya); a
woman must understand her own body well to
ensure that she can regulate her activities and
move ahead in undertaking what she wants to do
(Kamal Hazari); environment at home plays a major
role in determining careers and family support is a
must to excel (Anjali Kulkarni); good parenting,
family encouragement, no discrimination between
girl and boy child while growing up and the
freedom of choice in the selection of a career and
the importance given to “networking” to be
considered as a Fellow of the Academies, are
factors involved in the development of women as
scientists (Rinti Banerjee); major attention is
needed for education of the girl child in the rural
areas and small towns if they are to contribute
effectively to society at large (Sheela Donde).
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Dr. Zingde summarized the proceedings and
informed about the efforts made by the
Academies towards identifying issues affecting
women in science such as need for equal
opportunities, gender neutrality, mentoring, flexi
hours of work for women, opportunity to return
after a break in career, efforts to provide jobs to
both spouses in the same campus or at least in
the same city and provision for child care on
campus. She brought to attention the small
percentage of women who are selected Fellows
of the Academies and that due importance should
be given to their professional achievements
rather than their “networking” capabilities which
are most often affected by lack of family support
and the view that a women is solely responsible
for the child and the home. She also informed
that the Government of India has provided leave
opportunities for working women to ensure that
children below 18 years of age receive due
attention from their mother. The points that now
require attention and which constituted the
recommendations of this panel were the need for:
1.
Child and elder care leave for both men
and women so that they share their
responsibilities for the family.
2.
The importance for women to stand up
for their rights, but not misuse privileges offered
by the government.
3.
Concerted efforts for mentoring of men
to participate in family responsibilities.
These recommendations will contribute to the
efforts of the Academies towards ensuring
Women have the same opportunities as men in
Science in India so that they excel professionally
and are recognized at par with men.
Indian Women Scientists’ Association thanks all
the three Science Academies for supporting IWSA
conduct the Panel Discussion. IWSA is also
greatly indebted to the panelists. Of course our
thanks are also due to the audience.
[Compiled by Dr. Surekha Zingde, Deputy
Director,
CRI-ACTREC
and
Dr.
Rita
Mukhopadhyaya, Secretary, IWSA]
Techshiksha activities
6th Jan 2013
13th Jan 2013
20th Jan 2013

Exhibition
Build Gliders
Build a Balloon Helicopter

27th Jan 2013
3rd Feb 2013
10th Feb 2013

Build a Parachute
Learn Thrust & Drag
Build an Ornithopter

Report by Hostel Committee
Hostel Day was celebrated on 12th January 2012
where
the
hostelites
presented
lovely
entertainment programme. Prizes were given for
the best room in different categories, winners of
the Badminton Tournament and to all programme
participants.
Hostelites
celebrated
the
Independence Day and the Republic Day with great
enthusiasm.
Report by Nursery School Education Committee
Dr. V. Sudha Rao presented a paper on “Developing
Scientific Temper in Early Childhood” in the 2nd
International
conference
on
“Ideas
to
implementation for Early Childhood Education in
India” organized by Early Childhood Association on
Feb. 23-24, 2013 in Mumbai.
1-3 March, 2013: “Rainbow 2013”- teaching aids
exhibition was organized. Mobile Science Van,
courtesy from Nehru Science Centre, Mumbai,
exhibited 20 interactive panels. Teaching aids on
Land, Air and Water were exhibited by trainees as
well as a drama and puppet show by trainees was
well received by 5000 persons who visited the
exhibition. Oricity was put up by Origami Mitra,
“Nisargaruna” model by Ms. Rashmi Joshi and few
demonstrations by Techshiksha were added
attractions this year.
Ms. Sandra conducted a workshop on ‘soul to soul
parenting’ and Ms. Shahina on ‘phonics for kids”
was appreciated by parents.
The efforts of TOT teachers namely Ms. Snehalata
Bhavsar, Sandra Pandubidri, Shaheena Shaikh and
Ruchi Sood are appreciated.
19th Jan, 2013 Sports meet
9th Feb. 2013: Medical and Dental Check up was
carried out by Drs. Asmita Jadhav and Dhanya. A
talk on Role of parent in nurturing the ‘Emotional
Quotient’ of child by Dr. Dhanya Dharmapalan was
organized.
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The Nursery school teacher Ms. Sonali Gamare,
and helper Ms. Suchita Pagar, supervisor Ms.
Snehalata Bhavsar, Ms. Sandra Pandubidri took
special efforts for the smooth running of Nursery
school.

1) Mr. Prashant Dongare & Ms. Abha Shrivastava
from M/s. Herbal Life at Nagpur presented a talk on
Herbal Life Products.
2) Simple tests to monitor body mass, musde age
and other common parameters were conducted for
all members present.

News from IWSA Branches

b) Teachers’ day was celebrated on 8th Sept., 2012
and the teacher members were felicitated. This was
followed by Scientific and fun games for members.
The winners were given orange saplings.

Baroda Branch
Convener – Dr. Sandhya Kiran
Two programmes were organised:a) During Regional Science Congress, a scientist
from Ahmedabad was invited for a talk.
b) March 8, 2013: International Women’s day was
celebrated with 3 resentations from women
scientists.
Pune Branch
Convener – Dr. Nilima Rajurkar
8th March, 2013 – International Women’s day was
celebrated in association with Dept. of
Environmental Science, University of Pune.
Theme was “Health and Nutrition”, 100
participants attended. 6 speakers spoke on
following topics: Dr. Amit Khan (fitness expert) –
key note address on “Nutrition”; Dr. Shobha Rao
(Former Head, Biometry & Nutrition diversion,
ARI, on ‘Dietary diversification for prevention of
anaemia; Dr. Vaishali Agte, on “Yoga for better
health: A case of Sudarshan Kriya”; Dr. Hyandavi
Salva, NIN, Pune, spoke on “Naturopathy”; Dr.
Nilima Rajurkar, Pune University spoke on “Iodine
Deficiency Disorder” and Dr. Shailesh Kantak,
Prayog Hospital, Pune, spoke on “Osteoporosis”.
Nagpur Branch
Convener – Dr. Rita Israni
Secretary – Dr. Dipti Andhare
Treasurer – Dr. Vibharvi Khanzode
Events during the year:a) AGBM was held on 31st July, 2012. Dr.
Anuradha Gadkari chaired the meeting. After the
normal business, a Health check-up camp –
“Towards Better Health: Herbal Life” was held for
members in 2 parts:-

c)
World Food day was celebrated on 17th
Oct., 2012 in collaboration with Laxminarayan
Institute of Technology (LIT) and Apanga Mahila
Bal Vikas Sanstha. Dr.(Mrs.) P.M. Durge, Ex-Prof,
Community Medicine, was the chief guest. She
delivered a talk on “Balanced diet & Nutritional
Challenges of Womenhood”. A competition of ‘2
minutes talk’ on “Food & Nutrition” was held in
which 20 college students participated. Topics
covered were ‘Nutritious naivaidya’ (offering to the
Diety), Nutrition for the sick, Food adulteration,
Nutrition for a sportsman, Fast food v/s Traditional
food, Nutrition & Media. The judges were Dr.
Mandakini Patil and Dr. Seema Ubale. Prizes for
winners were sponsored jointly by IWSA (Nagpur
Branch) & Apanga Mahila Bal Vikas Sanstha of
Nagpur.
d) Children’s day was celebrated on 28th Nov., as a
Rural Education Acitivity, visiting Sevanand
Vidhyalaya, Koradi. Competition for students of
Std. 8 & Std 9 were held on the following subjects:
(1) Conservation, (2) Transportation and
communication, (3) Health and Hygiene and (4)
Non conventional resources. Students participated
through charts, working models or elocution. Three
prizes were given in each category.
e) Inter collegiate ex-tempore speech competition
was organized on 19th Jan., 2013 in association with
Nikalas Mahila Maha Vidyalaya. 10 colleges
participated. Subjects related to S & T like ecology,
conservation, waste management, diabetes, blood
pressure, sensex etc were allotted by lottery to the
participants who were given 2 minutes to prepare
and speak. Dr. Jayshree Rudra and Dr. Saroj Desai
were the judges and 4 prizes were awarded.
f) National Science Day was celebrated in
collaboration with Bhide Girls’ High School on 5th
March in the school premises.
Elocution
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competition (2 minutes talk) was conducted for
girls from Std V to IX under the theme ‘Science in
day to day life on topics ranging from thermos
flask, thermometer, solar cookers, nutritional &
medicinal values of spices. Mrs. Jayshree
Pendharkar & Mrs. Nimkhedkar were the judges.
Three prizes were given.
g) Women’s Day was celebrated on 6th April along
with Annual get together. Agenda for the
programme was an Open House on ‘An
Enlightened Modern Women”. Dr. Neelima Sinha,
Chairman, Board of studies in Home Economics &
vice-President of WILPF, Geneva, graced the
occasion.
Dr. Anuradha Gadkari elaborated on the
key concepts of the Open House. Dr. Seema
Somalwar introduced the topics. Other key
speakers were Dr. Lalitha Sangolkar, Dr. Arti
Saoji, Mrs. Lily Mukherjee & Dr. Dipti Andhare.
Dr. Nilima Sinha very efficiently summed up the
panel discussion.
Variety
entertainment
programme
included repeat of scientific fun games (on
popular demand) and scientific antakshari and
was followed by High Tea.
h) Felicitations: (1) Dr. Arti Saoji for winning a
medal at the state-level swimming competition
and for becoming Vice-president, National
Acrobiological Society, Pune. (2) Dr. Monali
Mahajan for her Ph.D (Nagpur)
Lucknow Branch
Convener – Ms. Kshamta Sinha
Secretary – Ms. Usha Birjee
Treasurer – Ms. Alka Pramod
Activities conducted were:
a) May Day was celebrated on 1st May, 2012
sharing quotes, sayings, followed by pool lunch at
Ms. G. Rao’s residence with 18 participants.
b) AGBM was held in June, 2012 and various
events were planned for the year.
c) Teachers’ day was celebrated on 5th Sept with a
highlighting talk by Ms. Usha Birjee. Other
members shared memories of their respected
teachers and ‘thank-you’ messages were sent.
d) Childrens’ day was celebrated on 19th Nov by
spending time with school going children of

maids/servants, at Lohia Park, Gomati Nagar. Two
science-related games & puzzles were arranged
and soft drink and sweets were distributed to them.
Sixteen children participated.
e) ‘International Women’s’ day’ was celebrated on
8th March, 2013 with a motivational interactive talk
on the theme ‘A modern progressive world needs
equality and communicating with different agegroup women. Kshamta Sinha, convener,
enlightened the audience on the guidelines of the
Supreme Court of India on Women Complaint
Committee for the workplace. It was well received
by 25 participants including members, office and
college going female.
Felicitations:
a) Ms. Alka Pramod, “Keshav Chandra Mishra
Abhivyakti Vaagdevi Sammaan 2011”, awarded in
2012.
b) Ms. Alka Pramod, Winner of the Tikku story
competition by Sahitya Samarth Patrika.
c) Her story published in the course book of Hindi
for class VIII, ‘Anupam Bharti’, S. Chand
publication, New Delhi.
Delhi Branch
Convener – Dr. Santosh Mehtani
Life members: 194
Events held:
a) Lecture on ‘Cancer and Spectroscopy’ was given
by Dr. Ranjana Mehrotra, Sr. Principal Scientist,
NPL, in CSIR complex, Pusa, on 15 June, 2012.
b) A lecture by Dr. Kishan Lal, President INSA and
former Director, NPL, was held on 3rd Aug, 2012 on
the topic ‘World of crystals: fundamental
understanding to Applications’. This lecture is a
part of lecture series in memory of Mrs. Veena
Roonval, ex-colleague in the Dimensional
Metrology section of the Standards Division of
NPL; sponsored by Prof.Roonval.
c) Educational activities: A few members are
providing teaching aid in science to underprivileged
student of Std. VIII to IX to give them an insight into
topics that they find tough and generating interest
in science. Some members have participated in
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scientific activities in school for value addition.
Some members participated in national &
international school activities as experts for
science-based
power
point
presentation
competitions etc.
Kohlapur Branch
Convener – Ms. Kalpana Savant
Secretary – Ms. Padmshri Awate
Treasurer – Ms. Deepali Taywade Patil
Events during the year:
a) Eco-Smart group- Waste land Project: IWSA
Kolhapur branch and some GKG garden course
students are developing a waste land of 5000 sq.
feet in Tarabai Park, Kolhapur. By using bioculture wet grarbage is converted into organic
manure and by using the manure the small plot is
developed. Vegetables and ornamental plants,
Drum stick trees (40) were planted on
date20/06/2012. Activity leader: Ms. Dhanashree
Patil and Ms. Kalpana Sawant.
b) General Body Meeting –Convener Mrs.Kalpana
Savant arranged general body meeting at
GRASP, dated 05/07/2012. Agenda was planning
of future activities and for increasing new
membership.
c) Nirmalya Project: To create awareness of water
pollution on Ganesh Chaturthi, this year we
collected Nirmalya from different lakes, and rivers
before “visarjan”. Kolhapur Municipal Corporation
also encouraged IWSA for this activity. During the
same day SUK environment department.
collected Ganesh Murti before visarjan. The
project was launched on 23.9.2012. Activity in
charge: Ms. Kalpana Sawant, Ms. Dhanashree
Patil and Ms. Smita Giri.
d) Eco science tourism trip : IWSA Kolhapur
Branch arranged a visit to Shivardhan Biotech,
Bharati Medical college, Sangali on 17th October,
2012. On biotech site we studied different
continental vegetables, Green house industries
etc. Activity in charge: Ms. Dhanashree Patil, Ms.
Kalpana Sawant, Ms. Tejaswini Patil and Ms. Nita
Shinde.

i) A paper on Nirmal Project: sustainable,
scientific project to minimize urban water pollution
and awareness campaign by D.S. Patil, P.D. Awate,
K.V. Sawant, S.S. Giri, in Dec 2012.
ii) Paper presentation at International conference
on sustainable water management organized by
Environment Science Dept., Shivaji University,
Kohlapur.
f) Bhartiya Jal Sanskriti Sahitya Sanmelan was held
on 19 & 20 Jan., 2013. Dr. Madhav Chitale &
eminent personalities from all over Maharashtra
were invited. Kalpana Savant, Dhanashree Patil &
Smitha Giri participated.
g) International Womens’ Day celebration:
Tanishka Stree Prathishtha Abhiyan was supported
by IWSA, Kolhapur branch by hosting ‘Gudi of
environmental conservation and donating and
planting 109 Neem trees. The concept of Neem tree
plantation conveyed the message of Environmental
conservation on Gudi Padava day (8.3.2013). This
news was published in Sakal newspaper and
telecasted on Saam Marathi Channel.

CONVENORS OF IWSA
SUB-COMMITTEES
Dr. Niyati Bhattacharya (Hostel)
Dr. Bhaktaver Mahajan (Health)
Dr. Jayashree Nadkarni (Building
Maintenance)
Dr. Sunita Mahajan (Computer)
Dr. V. Sudha Rao (Nursery School &
Education)
Dr. Usha Thakare (Library)
Dr. Susan Eapen (Science
Awareness Programme)
Dr. Srirupa Mukherjee (Membership)
Dr. Sindhu Joshi (Scholarship)
Dr. Anjali Bhagwat (Newsletter)

Board of Trustees
Dr.Jayashree Nadkarni…….Chairperson
Dr. Niyati Bhattacharya........Secretary
Dr. B. S. Mahajan…….........Treasurer
Dr. Snehalata Gupte….........Member
Dr. Sunita Mahajan...............Member

e) International conference paper presentations:
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